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As a unique, one-volume encyclopedia of more than 1,000 characters created by DC Comics, this is

the book that all comic book fans have been waiting for! Featuring some of DC's most creative

artists and heroes and villains from the world famous to lesser known one-offs, this thrilling,

one-of-a-kind guide has comic book history exploding off every page.
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It's hard to determine the worth of a book, but don't judge this book by its cover. Why? Well for

starters it is a great A to Z resource of DC characters packed in one book. There is not much else

around so this book is fine. It does clearly address that the information may be outdated due to

current depictions of these characters according to DC Comics. So the book is current up to 2004,

but now outdated.However in doing such a project there are errors that occur. The decision not to

include characters altered or who never existed because of the Crisis on Infinite Earths was not the

best of intentions, as it causes further confusion by ignoring the past, in particular if decisions by DC

Comics are updated.The layout of major characters in a 2 page spread, secondary characters in

one page spread, and third place characters in half page spread, and minor characters in smaller

captions were clear enough to read and refer to. However it would have been clearer and better if

each caption for some characters who shared the same name were separate instead of labeled as

I, II or III in the same caption. Some were, which was easy to read and clear, and yet some were in

the same boxed caption which was hard to read. That part was annoying.Now the decision to list a



characters first appearance, despite revamps of origins or history were frustrating. Some had their

actual first appearance correct, but others did not, and were listed by their revised appearance.

Here is a list of the characters who appeared earlier than listed in this book: Angle Man; Circe; Dr.
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